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* Isttrip in 2018

e One-on-one interviews

Histo ry Of * 61 community members

e 36 women
e 25 men

this project

e STX Community Health Survey:
5/26/2022to5/5/2023
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ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE
BEGINS IN ST CROIX

A recent Community Impact Survey found extensive environmental and health impacts from the troubled restart
of the Limetree Bay Refinery (formerly HOVENSA) on St. Croix in the US Virgin Islands. To make survey results
more accessible, we have designed an interactive presentation that allows residents, journalists, and
policymakers to better understand the full scale and severity of impacts in the predominantly Black and Brown



Activities for today

* Data highlights from survey

* Story Circle to process information & discuss next
steps



Many thanks
and
deep gratitude!



* 102 respondents
* 87 of 95 currently live on St. Croix
* In residence from 1 year to their

S U rvey whole lives (over 70 years)
ngh‘lghts e 82%: West

 10%: Mid-Island
e 89%: East



Q6 What is your age range?
Answered: 84  Skipped: 18
Under 18
18-29
=
5664 -

Decline to
answer
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Q7 Do you describe yourself as female, male, or other?

Answered: 83  Skipped: 19

7/80

STX Community Health Survey SurveyMonkey

Female

Male

Other
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Decline to
answer
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Have you ever worked at a heavy industrial plant?

Yes

No

Unsure

Decline to
answer

0%

ANSWER CHOICES

Yes
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Unsure

Decline to answer
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RESPONSES
25.30%

74.70%

0.00%

0.00%

90%

100%

21
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Remembered Health Experiences before 2013

Eye irritation: 26 of 81 respondents
Headaches: 18 of 80 respondents
Trouble breathing: 18 of 82 respondents
* Nausea: 13 of 80 respondents

* Diagnosed with a respiratory illness: 14 of 78
* Household member diagnosed with a respiratory illness: 21 of 77

* 11 of 76 have been diagnosed with cancer and 18 of 75 respondents had a
family member with cancer

* Least experienced symptoms: vomiting (2 of 79) and skin rashes (4 of 80)



Shared stories

“respiratory distress between 2 and 3am. One oncologist
that worked in the USVI said [there was a] higher cancer
population on STX than STT. An allergist & immunologist
said people with allergies COPD, most ppl presented
|symptoms] at 2-3am. High incidents of pulmonary issue of
ppl in SW quadrant of the island. A cardio-thoracic surgeon
said in 1st 6 months of practicing on STX, more new cases of
thoracic issues than in 6 years of practice in Miami.”




Other stories

* bad odors & physical reactions when driving by the

refinery
* breathing issues and headaches

* “Coughing and eye and nose irritation occurred for me
several times per year as I worked at the University of the

VI"



Questions
?
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Story Circle:
Question 1

* What information stood out to you?
* Why?
* Were there any surprises?

* Anything that challenged what you
know or thought you knew?

* What messages, emotions or ideas will
you take away from this information?



Story Circle: Question
2

Tell a story of how environmental concerns have
directly impacted you or your family.



Story Circle: Question 3

 What efforts need to be made &
by whom to ensure that we can
have an environment that is
healthy?

e How can we document more
community health experiences?

e How could this data be best stored
and shared? Who could be long-
term stewards of this information
& repository?




ldeas for long-term sharing & storage

Online, public interactive map & document repository
* click on estate for stories and data

e can add own stories

* can upload and/or download relevant documents on community
health and environmental justice

* can be managed by local community for long-term stewardship



Next steps

* Look for email with today’s data

* Contact JoAnna if you:

* want to share more stories one-
on-one

* have suggestions for next steps
* have any questions or feedback




“To thrive or enact thrivance means to
turn our traumas into moments and
possibilities to change our lives.”

--- Indigenous scholar Andrew Jolivette
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Thank you and
g, o good night!

Please keep in touch!
joanna.poblete@cgu.edu
909-607-9327
@doktorajo
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